Cell surface microvilli and cell agglutinability.
Detached cells of some transformed mouse fibroblast lines have a villous surface whereas similarly treated cells of other lines are relatively smooth. These differences in surface morphology of detached cells are not reflected in their agglutinability with ConA and they cannot unambigously be explained from their morphology in situ. Treatments of normal and transformed Swiss mouse fibroblasts that induce marked changes in agglutinability with ConA do not cause equivalent changes in surface morphology. It is, therefore, unlikely that agglutinability of mouse fibroblasts by ConA is determined by the number of microvilli on the cell surface.